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Florida legislature to consider new real estate

laws

As lawmakers begin the 2011 legislative session in

lallahassee on Tuesday

some crucial housing legislation is on the table

HOUSING BILLS BEING CONSIDERED

Condo Associations

http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/03/07/2101808/florida-legislature-to-consider.html

BY TOLUSE OLORUNNIPA
TOLORUNNIPA @ MIAMIHERALD COM

The many woes of Florida's housing market are
well-known: hundreds of thousands of
foreclosures, millions of underwater mortgages
and a four-year trail of depreciating property
values.

Flonda lawmakers, handicapped by a $3.6 billion
budget shorifall, will take their best shot at solving
some of the most pressing housing problems
during this year's legislative session, which Kicks
off on Tuesday in Tallahassee.

In a session likely to be dominated by budget
baltles, public employee pensions and education
reform, housing legislation isn't at the top of most
lawmakers' minds, said Arden Shank, president of
Neighborhood Housing Services of South Florida

‘Housing as a public policy issue is a real face-the-
music issue for many homeowners and has been
an issue for many years now, and folks tend o
forget about it," he said. “Foreclosure preventicn,
at least for South Florida, is still a major issue.”

A few lawmakers—many of them from South
Florida—are pitching housing bills this year. The
proposed laws generally fall into three calegories:
help for condo associations, property tax reform
and changes lo the foreclosure process.

ASSOCIATIONS

Last year, the Legislature passed the Distressed
Condo Relief Act, which gave condominium
associations the authority to collect rent directly
from the tenants of delinquent unit owners, and bar
any non-paying condo owners from using common
amenities like pools

A couple of bills up for consideration this year seek
lo expand on those powers, appealing lo the
growing number of condo boards frustrated by
their defaulting neighbors.
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Woodie Neiss, president of the condo board at The
Bamboo House Condominium in Miami Beach
says his association needs every tool it can get to
deal with delinquent homeowners. One unit owner,
he says, i1s 314,000 behind on maintenance fees
and has been openly defiant towards anyone trying
tgage ‘ende 3 to collect

Foreclosures

Janate Bill 1288 N Jdica N nmercial Rea

"He's completely milking the system. He knows
that it's so hard for people to kick him out and his
goal is just to stay in there rent free,” he said, “We
pay for lhe water, we pay for the insurance, we pay
for the cable. It's completely ridiculous.”

Since the condo building only has 12 units, each
non-paying owner leaves a large burden on the other owners, said Neiss, who became president when
nine of the unit awners were paying their fees

One bill, backed by Sen. Gen Margolis, D-Aventura, would give condo associations the power to cut off
cable and Internet access to unit owners who are more than 90 days behind on their maintenance fees

The Bamboo House condo has a bulk cable agreement, Neiss said, so owners in good standing have
been subsidizing the cable costs of the delinquent owner for four years. A law that would allow the condo
to cut off cable in the delinquent units would be helpful, he said

“Why do these people need cable television?" he asked. “So they can sit there and make their lives even
more comiartable, while they're making life miserable for the rest of us?”

Critics say the bill is an overreach, and will not help a situation caused mostly by stubbornly high
unemployment

Sen. Jeremy Ring, D-Margate, is against the idea of cutting off unit owners’ cable, but is sponsoring
legisiation that he believes will help associations and clean up some of the foreclosure process at the
same lime
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Join the discussion

The Miami Herald i3 pleased to provide this opportunity to share information, experiences and observations about what's in
the news. Some of the comments may be reprinted elsewhere in the site or in the newspaper. We encourage lively, open
debate on the issues of the day, and ask that you refrain from profanity, hate speech, personal comments and remarks that

are off point. Thank you for taking the time to offer your thoughts

We have introduced a new commenting system calied Disqus for our articles. This allows readers the option of signing in

using their Facebook, Twitter, Disqus or existing MiamiHerald. com username and password
Read more about the new commenting system on MiamiHerald.com
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